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Lantern-Plant Market in Asakus.

Women visit a market selling Physalis alkekengi, also called Chinese lantem plant, at Sensoji temple in Tokyo's Asakusa district on July 9, 2013.

Each year on the 9th

at Sensoji Temple in Asakusa,

that if people visit and pray to are blessed for 46,000 days.

and 10th days of July, a Tokyo. The event dates back Kannon (the Goddess of Mercy)  This year, 550,000 visitors were

lantern-plant market is held

to the Edo era. It is believed

at Sensoji on both days, they expected.

Sean Kubota Speaks What Conductors

Sean Shoichi Kubota,

the winner of the Chicago.

Symphony Orchestra’s first
international Sir Georg Solti
Conducting Competition
in 2011, spoke about what
conductors make the difference
on June 21 at the Prairie Center
of Arts in Schaumburg. The
event was hosted by JCCC.

Kubota was chosen out
of 225 applicants from 40
countries in the contest and
won an apprenticeship under
CSO’s music director Riccardo
Muti from April 2011 to June
2013.

Kubota asked the audience
about the image of conductors,
and the audience brought up
some questions such as "a
conductor is the greatest person
in an orchestra," and "why
does the sound change when a
different conductor takes the
stand?"

Kubota said that the orchestra

Make a Difference

members have an ultimate
authority whether they
follow the conductor’s
directions or not.

Conductors often ask
brass sections such as
trumpet to play quietly, and
most of them do so in a
rehearsal, but no one knows
what will happen in a real
concert. Therefore, Kubota
said, "Building a trust
between a conductor and
players is a critical element
to make ideal sound."

Maestro Riccardo Muti

Why do many people
want to go Maestro Muti’s
concert? How does he make
a difference? Kubota spent
time with Muti for more
than two years and saw
what he had done.

When Muti became the music
director of CSO, he asked his
assistant to bring him photos
of CSO members with their

Conductor Sean Kubota (Photo: courtesy of Mr. Sean Kubota)

is not only directing CSO, but
also doing many other things
See page 3

Sean Kubota

name. According to Kubota,
Muti has minute-to-minute
schedules as busy as the
President of the U.S. His job







